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Abstract

The Economic Aspects of the Indian society are vividly reflected in the Rgveda. The Rgvedic people
were conscious in economics. The main factor of all the sciences is man. Without man, neither
economics nor anyother progress may occur. So, the Rgvedic people stressed upon well- organized
society. The social life of the people was connected with the economic factors. The base of
economics and the economic activities is to acquire happiness. One of the important characteristics
of the Rgvedic economics is that it was based on morality. The Rgveda declares that an ideal Vedic
person never utilizes other’s wealth for one’s sake to nourish himself. In the Rgveda, the people are
advised to earn honestly. The Rgveda mentioned that the wealth earned through truth is the pure. The
people of the Rgvedic age earned their livelihood through various occupations. Those are —
agriculture, cattle rearing, weaving and knitting, metal work, leather work, trade and commerce etc.
From the Rgveda, we can know the different means of living in the Rgvedic society and the members
of the same family took different professions for their livelihood. The present paper is unique
because it attempts to look into the Economic Aspects in the Rgvedic period.
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1. Introduction

The Veda is the earliest and the most important record of the religion. The Vedic literature
comprises the four (4) Vedas, viz. the Rgveda, the Yajurveda, the Samaveda and the Atharvaveda.
The Rgveda is one of the oldest scripture among the four Vedas which is the collection of the
laudatory verses. Macdonell says, “The Rgveda is undoubtedly the oldest literary monument of the
Indo-European language.”* The Rgveda is the foundation of the entire Vedic literature. This Veda
was composed between roughly 1700-1100 BCE, texts. The Rgveda is considered to be the best
source of economic information. Everything related to the economy of Indian people are formulated
in the Rgveda. This Veda furnishes the rich data in searching the economic aspects pertaining to the
Rgvedic period is regarded as the very important sources of study.

2. Objectives:
The study depends on following objectives:
a) To highlight the economic aspects of the Rgveda in detail.
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b) To study the various ways of livelihood in the Rgvedic period.
c) It gives us the idea of economic system of the people in the Rgvedic period.

3. Methodology applied:

The method in the present topic is chiefly analytical. Description method is also used. All the
materials have been collected from the primary and secondary sources. All these materials are
systematically analyzed and constructively synthesized.

4. VARIOUS ASPECTS OF ECONOMY:
4.1 Village and urban life

In the Rgvedic age, the economic condition was having two layers- village and urban life. In
that time, large people lived in village. The term ‘grama’ was used in the Rgveda.? So, it may be
called that various family lived in one village with unity. The chief of village was called ‘gramant’.

4.2 Agriculture

In the Rgvedic period, agriculture was the chief livelihood of the people. Agriculture was
considered as holy work. Agriculture was main industry and occupation. Economic stability
depended upon it. The term ‘krsi’ for agriculture occurs in the Rgveda quite number in times®,
Agriculture is one of the most essential aspects of human life. The Rgveda is an authentic treasure of
agricultural knowledge developed during ancient ages in India. The Ksetrapati- Sukta’, the Parjanya-
Sukta®, the Prthivi-Siikta®, the Aksa-Suikta’ and many other hymn in the Rgveda contain various
aspects of agriculture.

The Rgveda considers agriculture to be a real source of wealth and prosperity. In Aksastikta,
agriculture was compared with dicing. The Stuikta of the Rgveda considers agriculture to be the best
of all occupations and advises to give up gambling and take to farming for the welfare of the family:
‘aksairma divyah krsimit krsasva vitte ramasva bahu manyamanah’ (RV 10.34.13), i.e. Giving
serious attention to my advice, play not with dice and pursue agriculture and enjoy the gain, deem
that wealth sufficient.

Each family had own agriculture field®. The agriculture field ‘ksetra’ was far from village.
For the purpose of agriculture, fertile plot of land was selected. The land which was fit for cultivation
was known as urvara. The presiding deity of agriculture field was Ksetrapati. Before beginning of
cultivation, each family worshipped deity Ksetrapati. In the Rgveda, this deity was eulogized as
follows:
ksetrasya patina vayarh hiteneva jayamasi |
gamasvar posayitnva sa no mrdatidrse ||

(RV.4.57.1)

4.3 Rearing of cows and other animals

In the Rgvedic time, after the development of agriculture cattle remained rare wealth.
Because without such animals, agriculture could not developed. Every householder desire to occupy
their own cattle and fertile land to used in cultivation.® From cattles, people gained milk and meat
used in daily life and also sacrificial purposes. Cattles i.e. cows, horses, asses, camels etc. were given
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as gift by the kings. It were also used as gift in marriage ceremonies also (RV10.85.13). Cattle
became a unit of exchange and trade. At that time, cow was a unit of exchange (RV 4.24.10).

The role of cows were most important in maintenance of life with all necessary support and
religious function. Cows were offered as gift to priest at the completion of a religious rite. The cows
were tied under shed in night and day from protect sharp sunshine. Each family domesticated cows
and got easily ghee, milk, curd etc. Due to economic importance cow became indispensable among
the various domesticated animals. The Aryans also domesticated sheep and goat. Sheep were used
for manufacturing woolen garments. Milk of goat was used as excellent drinkable.

In that time, horses also took highest position. Horses were too much trustworthy, follower,
beautiful, fast-moving, indomitable enthusiastic, brave and acceptable as excellent animal. Horses
were used as vehicle and carrying animals. The other domesticated animals i.e. buffalo, ass, camel,
dog, elephants etc. were used for ploughing, food and drink, riding, for warfare, racing etc.

4.4 Trade and commerce

The Rgvedic society was prosperous from pecuniary side. From the Rgveda we know that
during that period trade and commerce were the important sources of economy. In Vedic time, trade
and commerce were two types — (i) Internal and (ii) External. In internal trade, the animals bullock,
horse, ass, camel, dog, buffalo etc. were used to export agricultural products from one place to
another. It was also mentioned that the traders bargain about their trading commodities’®. At that
period, internal trade was carried on both by river and land.

External trade was running by the way of water road. In the Rgvedic mantra (1.25.7), ‘veda
navah samudriyah, it was understand that boat or large vessel was running in sea for trade. In the
Rgveda, it was also mentioned one type of ship with hundred oars. For gaining money, people sent
ship to sea. Rice of food-grains, cloth and cattle, embroidered cloth, garments, turbans, deer-skin,
wool of the sheep, ornaments of gold and silver were the commaodities of trade and commerce.

For trading exchange custom was also prevalent. In Rgvedic period, cows were basically
used as medium of buying and selling trading. Above this gold and silver coin was also applied for
exchange. The neck ornament ‘niska’ was also used as exchange. Niska was a piece of gold of a
fixed weight and a kind of currency too.

At that period loans and rate of interest were also well known. For larger profits the traders
travelled to distant lands. Both inland and foreign trade were known (RV.1.56.2). Such references
make it clear that at Rgvedic period both trade and commerce were most important.

5. VARIOUS TYPES OF LIVING WAYS AND MEANS

In the Rgvedic period, people also concentrated their mind in handicraft or hand work. The
various professions that existed in the society of the Rgvedic age is discussed below:
5.1 Chariot Builders

Making of chariot was enumerated as an important living way. Chariot was most necessary
for battle and travelling. Various Gods and Goddesses were going by chariot. In that time, horse,
mule and ass pulled chariot. The chariot maker, carpenter was respectable livelihood. He made
different types of wooden works. In the Rgveda, it was also mentioned that they made decorated
artistic works of wooden™. The profession of carpentry was in vogue in the Vedic society. Taksan
and tasta were seen working in wood work. Taksan did all sorts of work wood, eg. The making of
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chariots, anas, boats and ships. He also made domestic utensils and furnitures. An axe (kuli$a) is
mentioned as one of his tools in making the chariots.*? So, it can be said that carpenter had an
important position in the society.

5.2 Jewellery

The jewellers in the Rgvedic ages are found to have been occupying respectable place in the
society. In the Rgvedic age, gold was used in enough. The goddess Savita, Apamnapat used golden
chariot. Silver coins were also mentioned in the Rgveda. In Vedic age, women put on various types
of gold ornaments. Preparing gold garments for horses also described in the Rgvedalg. It was also
found that gold and other metals were melted by goldsmith. Gold ornaments also used as gift to
brides by their relatives. There were extravagant use of gold in the Rgvedic age viz., golden turban
and helmets, chariot has golden seat and reins of gold, golden wheels and axle of gold etc.

There are various types of ornaments mentioned in the Rgveda. The ornaments for the body
starts from the head down to the feet. The name of head ornaments are Stuka**, Kumbals, Kurira®®,
Srﬁga”, etc. The name of ear ornaments are Hiranyakarr_ls18, Suchakra® etc. In the neck and chest
ornaments special mention may be made of rukma®, niska®, Hiranya urvasi®. The ornaments which
were worn on the wrist like a Kankana (bracelet) mentioned in the Rgveda were Bhujan23,

Khadihasta.?* Such extravagant use of gold indicate the economic condition of the Rgvedic people.

5.3 Leather industry

The leather industry was at a peak of development in the Rgvedic time. Several people earned
their livelihood by this industry. They made various articles of leather for their use. Skin of bullock
was used for preparing bowstring®, rope for joining of chariot gadgets, bridle of horses, cord of
whip.?® By the Rgvedic verse (6.48.18 & 5.9.5), it could suppose the best position of leather industry
of the Rgvedic time. At that period, skin clothing and utensils, made of animal skin were in great use.
There were leather rope (RV 10.101.6), leather garment, leather bags, skin vessels for storing honey,
curd etc. Such references give us a picture of leather industry that during the Rgvedic period it was
highly developed.

5.4 Iron industry

The people of the Rgvedic ages were well acquainted with the usage of iron in their daily life.
The usage of iron industry in this age was also mentioned in various types of verses. The Rgveda
describes the blacksmith as Brahmanaspati who is able to build new things®’. In the Rgvedic age, it
was also found that houses were made of iron: ‘pra ksodara dhayasa sasra esa saraswatl
dharunamayast puh’ (RV.7.95.1). When Vi$pala’s leg was broken in battle, then leg was joined by
iron. Weapons of battle were also made of iron (RV.1.116.5). Agni is described as with the teeth of
iron (RV.10.87.2). People in their everyday life, used iron in triturating soma.?®

5.5 Cloth Industry

The art of spinning and weaving also developed at that period. Both men and women took
interest both these arts during the Rgvedic period. The Rgvedic verse ‘vi tanvate dhiyo asma apamsi
vastra patraya mataro vayanti’ (RV.5.47.6), indicates that mother wove cloths for her sons. The art of
weaving is also compared with the sacrifice (RV.10.26.6). A female embroiderer was called
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PesakarT, Pesa. A weaver in the Rgveda as being described as Vasovaya.?® The tools for this industry
were suttle®, loom® etc. In the large scale industries of cloths, some people were appointed to weave
length and the other groups of people were appointed to weave the breadth. The people used the
wool of sheeps. From this reference it can be said that spinning and weaving was an helpful means of
living.

6. Transport

Transport occupies a very important place in an economy. It connects village with village and
town with town. Ratha (chariot) was the most common means of transport in the Rgvedic time.
Ratha was generally used for journey, carrying loads and war purposes. Two to ten horses were
generally employed in drawing the chariots. Rathaspati®” is known as the owner of the chariots. The
anas®® (draft wagon) were the modes of commercial transport. The Aryans were also very skilful for
constructing of road. In the Rgveda, superior road also mentioned as following ‘ye te panthah savitah
parvyasah arenavah sukrtah’ (RV.1.35.11). Land transport was the chief means of transport at that
time. But water transport was also given due importance by the Aryans.

7. Professional Education

Among various professions physician was held in great respect in the Rgvedic period.
Medical science are usual in the society. The term ‘Raksoha’ or ‘Raksohanta’** indicates a physician.
The physician always had store of herbs at hand. During this period, medicinal herbs were used
curing from disease and release one from pain and distress.

During the Rgvedic period, the military profession was a popular one. Soldiers were imparted

military education. All these indicate the development of professional education in the Rgvedic time.

8. Conclusion

The Rgvedic society was a complete society in all respects, in which people persued various
occupations and economic activities. All kind of progress depends on the economic stability of the
society, people were free enough to choose their occupations. It is found that agriculture and cattle
rearing, making chariots, jewellery, house-building, fort making etc. were the principal means of
livelihood. The above discussion give us a picture that during the Rgvedic period there were sense of
morality in earning money. The Rgvedic people earned their livelihood by dint of labour in various
fields. There are references to trade and commerce, transport. Thus there existed a well balanced
economy in the days of the Rgveda.

Foot Notes

Macdonell, A.A., Vedic Reader, P.11

RV 1.114.1

ima rudraya tavase kapardine ksayadviraya pra bharamahe matih |

yatha samasad dvipade catuspade visvam pustarh grame asminnanaturam ||
Ibid. 1.23.15, 1.176.2, 10.34.13

Ibid.4.57
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Ibid.10.34
Ibid.3.31.15

Ibid.1.127.6

sa hi $ardho na marutarm tuvisvanirapnasvatisrvara svistanirartanasvistanih |

Ibid.4.14.10
Ibid.10.86.5
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priya tastani me kapirvyakta vyadiidusat |

$iro nvasya ravisam na sugam duskrte bhuvarm visvasmadindra uttarah ||

Ibid.3.2.1.

dvita hotararh manusasca vaghato dhiya ratharh na kulisah samrnvati |

Ibid.4.2.8
Ibid.1.24.7
Ibid.2.34.3
Ibid.10.85.8
Ibid.1.163.9
Ibid.1.112.14
Ibid.10.85.20
Ibid.2.34.2
Ibid.5.19.3
Ibid.7.31.3
1bid.8.97.1
Ibid.7.56.13
Ibid.6.46.14
Ibid.6.75.11
Ibid.10.72.2
Ibid.9.1.2
Ibid.10.26.6
Ibid.10.130.2
Ibid.10.71.9
Ibid.10.64.10
Ibid.4.30.10
Ibid.10.97.6
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