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Abstract: 

Zami: A New Spelling Of My Name Is Abio Mythography Penned By Black Lesbian Poet Audre Lorde. Audre 

In Her Text, By Relocating Her Social Groups And Homes, Explores Various Notions Of Homes And Identity. 

Lorde Provides An Insightinto The Juncture Of Race, Gender And Sexuality, Yet Vouch For The Purity Of 

Lesbianism. The Paper Attempts At Exploring The Roles And Functions Of Motherhood And Social Groups In 

Formation Of A Strong Black, Queer, Female Identity. By Incorporating The Evidence Of Racism, And Gender, 

The Paper Aims At Bringing Forth The Role Of A Mother In Developing The Strong Feminist Ideas. Readings 

And Research Work Have Been Assimilated In Order For Usto Conclude Women Elevating Women Can Bring 

Out The Change We Seek For. Despite The Fact That A Lot Of Literature Has Been Served In The Field Of 

Afro American Literature, But The Question Of Queer Identity Still Remains Vague And Unanswered.  

Key Words: Queer Identity, Lesbianism, Black Female, Intersectional Feminism.  

Introduction: In This Atypical Text, Lorde Journalizes Her Way Of Living, Developing Her Strong Personality 

In A Variety Of Modes Like Prose, Biography, Poetry, Myth, Memorial And Factual; Which Coordinates 

Together And Construct A Meaningful Narrative For The Audience.From Audre’s Intense Childhood 

Remembrance Of Racism And Gender Centric Discrimination To Her Adulthood, Her Behavior Is Patterned. It 

Especially Highlights The Interconnection Of Women Who Have Embodied These Characteristics Into Her And 

Made Her This Strong Queer Identity. Audre Doesn’t Tag Her Novel Under “Biography” Rather Coined A 

Hybrid Of Genresas “Biomythography”, Which Indicates That The Incidence We Read In The Text Are Not 

Purely Factual. This Is Not A Purely Historical Account Of Her Life. This Is More About A Sense Of Her, And 

About A Sense Of Community She Felt.  

“What Is Honesty? To Declare Dishonesty Is Perhaps The Most Honest Thing Audre Could Have Done. She 

Had The Honesty And Generosity To Tell You That; Some Of It May Have Happened And There Might Be Little 

Changes, But I Felt It’s Important To Tell You” - Maz Hedgehog  

Discussion: A Little Black Girl Born In 1930s Harlem, Unaware Of Her Destiny. She Discovers Her Inability 

At Speaking And Hearing When Her Sisters Often Ignored Her Presence Because They Did Not Know How To 

Connect With Her And Never Even Tried To. Apart From Racism And Gender Centric Discrimination Outside 

The Home, Audre Was Also Discriminated By Her Sisters At Home. She Wobbles Through The Youthful 

Hardships Like Hunger, Suicide, Being Alone And Lonely On Festive Occasions, Racial Discrimination; Until 

She Rises Into Euphoria: Friendships, Affairs, Social Groups, Discovering Her Sexuality. Lorde Takes The 

Audience On A Ride Through Her Childhood To Her Adulthood, Exploring The True Meaning Of Her Name. 

The Text Portrays How She Is Not Suitable For The White, Misogynistic, Heterosexual Norms Of The Society.   

The Adjunct “New” In The Title Of The Novel Bring Focus On The Separation Lorde Desires To Imprint With 

What Already Has Existence, The Vigorous Wish To Be And Act Otherwise From Her Biological Development 

And Structure. This Eagerness Has Been Accounted For, Early In The Text. While, During Her Class Work, 

Lorde Unintentionally Marks Her Freedom, A New Identity By Protesting To Go Along With Her Teacher’s 

mailto:aanchalpoonia2@gmail.com


The Formation Of A Black, Queer, Female Identityin Zami: A New Spelling Of My Name 

 

4154 

Orders, In The Act Of Which The Teacher Points Out: “I See We Have A Young Lady Who Does Not Want To 

Do As She Is Told.” When The Teacher Asked Lorde To Write Her Name In A Straight Line, She Does Is 

Differently And Diagonally Rather Than Copying Her Other Classmates. 

Nonetheless, Lorde’s Juvenility Speaks For Her Action, What Is Even More Appealing To Discuss Here Is Her 

Clear And Obvious Thirst For Self-Affirmation And Freedom In A Way That Even Though Her Teachers 

Intimidate Her In Order To Chastise Her, She Sticks By Her Independence And Doesn’t Go Along With The 

Cluster.   

Lorde Assembles Several References To Her Ray Of Hope And Power Of Being To These Incredibly Powerful 

Women And The Novel Celebrates All Of Them Who Have In Some Or The Other Way Altered Her For The 

Better. The Majority Of Them Look To Be Lovers From Whom She Gathers Much But The One Woman Who 

Empowers Her To Go Against The Societal Norms For Her Race And Gender Is Her Mother, Linda. Though In 

The Beginning Of The Text She Opposes Her Mother, Like Any Other Daughter Of A Possessive Mother Who 

Desires To Create A Happy Place For Her Children Despite The Haunted World. Their Relationship Is At 

Times Stiff And Unwieldly. Lorde As A Child Always Felt Like The Left-Out Child Treated Sternly. 

Nevertheless, Lorde And Linda Are Certainly Very Akin And Lorde Does Honor Her For Passing On The Inner 

Strength And Power. “There It Is Said That The Desire To Lie With Other Women Is A Drive From The 

Mother’s Blood.” 

The Novelist Recounts Her Erotic Intimacy With A Male Partner, Peter, Which Turns Into One Of The Most 

Haunting Memory For Her. She Undergoes An Abortion That Leads To Hopelessness And Depression. Apart 

From Peter And Byron, Audre’s Father, The Only Male Figures Portrayed In The Novel Are Either Sinister Or 

Abusive Figures. Love, Affection, Tenderness, Goodness, Exactment And Pleasure Are Reflected Solely 

Among The Female Characters.  

While Researching About Lorde’s Zami, I Came To Realize That A Lot Of Work Has Been Dedicated To 

Zami’s Storyline, Plot, Emerging Themes, Connections, Identity And The Idea Of Home, But Little Has Been 

Done On The Purpose Of Her Styling And Literary Techniques Which Keeps Varying. The Amalgam Of 

Plurality In Genres Structures The Novel, Along With The Deliberate Use Of “Poetry And Italics” At Several 

Instances, Highlights Crucial Significance And Great Spiritually Important Documentary. The Subject Matter 

Focuses On Intersectional Path For Self-Identification. Many Scenes Intensify The Use Of Multiplicity Of 

Methods, Particularly In Writing And Self-Identification In The Novel. This Builds Up The Queer, 

Intersectional Essence Of The Text In A Manner Which Upholds The Text And Heighten Itself From Other 

Comparable Narratives Produced, That Holds Similar Documentation But Sabotaging The Dominant Modules 

Of Writing And Self-Identity But Majorly Lack In Constructing Such A Boldly, Personally And Especially An 

Honest Mythography As Audre Lorde Beautifully Does In Zami: A New Spelling Of My Name. 

The Novel’s Approach Towards Woman Having Sex With Other Women Is Remarked As Them Omitting Self 

From The Societal Norm Of Sexual Orientation To Persons Of The Opposite Sex. Starting From Harlem To 

Mexico, Lorde Takes On With Her Relations With Bea, Eudora, Marie, Felicia, Ginger, Muriel, Rhea And 

Afrekete, Where She Portrays Her Denial To Confining Herself With The Societal Norms. By Incorporating 

Various Same Sex Sexual Companions, The Novelist Indicates Her Freedom To Involve Her Self And Her 

Body And Her Desires As To Her Choice. Every Partner Satisfies Her Erotic Lust And Provides Her A Helping 

Hand In Overcoming The Masculine Domination And Hold Her Identity As Lesbian Beyond The Spurious 

Society Norms. They Serve For The World She Aspires For. Lorde Upholds “Any World Which Did Not Have 

A Place For Me Loving Women Was Not A World In Which I Wanted To Live, Nor One Which I Could Fight 

For.” This Is Lorde’s Tale Of Dissolving The Societal And Cultural Norms. It Is Euphoric, Tale Of Freedom, 

Love, Art, Power, Erotic Intimacy And Changes, Filled With Utmost Poetry And Boldness In Her Emotional 

Strength.   

Conclusion: Afro American Women’s Autobiographies Are Authentic Means For The Gaining The Knowledge 

About Black Women And In The Way They Have Recognized Themselves Over The Time.Every Black 

Womanholds A Portrayal Of Herself Not Only As An Individual Being But Also As A Member Of The Afro 

American Community And Of The Societal Influence In Her Attitude Towards Life’s Necessity And Moreover 
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Towards Herself. Their Autobiographies Depict An Effort In Spelling Out Their Individual Life Experience 

Through The Summoning Of Their Personal Sensibility. In Reach Of This Tradition, Zami: A New Spelling Of 

My Name Reflects Development In Autobiographical Genre For It Places In Proximity The Historical, Factual, 

Fictional And Mythical; Composing A New Self For The Text. Lorde Brings To Light Her Life Experience In 

Her Own Narrative. Through The Mythical Atmosphere, The Novelist Offers A New Identity For Women Who 

Do Not Wishes To Identify Themselves With Current Ones.  

“The House Of Women Becomes, Then, The House Of Difference.” 
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