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Abstract

The Crisis Caused By Covid-19 Has Resulted In A Sudden Disruption Of Businesses Across The Globe,
With India Not Being An Exception. All Economic Activities In Odisha Have Come To A Standstill
Owing To The Lock Down Necessitated By The Covid19 Pandemic. The Handloom Sector Too Got
Severely Affected Owing To A Total Closure Of The Traditional And Contemporary Markets For
Artisans. The Weavers Mostly From Rural And Remote Areas Have Lost Their Livelihood, Owing To
Large Scale Cancellation Of Orders And/Or Orders Being Put On Hold. The Weavers, Considered As
Skilled Worker In The Segment, Who Live On The Earnings Of Everyday Work, Are Now Sitting At
Home, Next To Their Tools Without Any Work In Hand. The Present Paper Attempts To Study The
Changes And Adaptability That The Handloom Industry Has Undergone Due To The Pandemic And
Consequent Lockdowns. The Paper Also Attempts To Throw Some Light On The Aids That Are
Provided By The Indian Government To Revive The Handloom Industry.
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1. Introduction:

India’s Textiles Sector Is One Of The Oldest Industries In The Indian Economy, Dating Back To Several
Centuries. The Industry Is Extremely Varied, With Hand-Spun And Hand-Woven Textiles Sectors At
One End Of The Spectrum, While The Capital-Intensive Sophisticated Mills Sector On The Other End.
The Decentralized Power Looms/ Hosiery And Knitting Sector Forms The Largest Component In The
Textiles Sector. The Close Linkage Of Textiles Industry To Agriculture (For Raw Materials Such As
Cotton) And The Ancient Culture And Traditions Of The Country In Terms Of Textiles Makes It Unique
In Comparison To Other Industries In The Country. India’s Textiles Industry Has A Capacity To Produce
Wide Variety Of Products Suitable For Different Market Segments, Both Within India And Across The
World.

But The Timing Could Not Have Been Worse. A Falling Economy, Unemployment, Reduced Spending,
The Pandemic And Subsequent Lockdown Have Had A Devastating Impact On The Handloom
Sector. Artisans And Weavers Are The Third Largest Segment Among The Poor In The Present
Scenario. Most Of Their Products Are "Non-Essential” Which Could Be The Reason Why Their
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Alarming Situation Is Getting Very Little Visibility Despite The Call For "Vocal For Local" And
'‘Atmanirbhar Bharat". The Handloom Sector Has Been Severely Affected With Their Traditional And
Contemporary Markets For Artisans Being Totally Closed. The Handloom Sector Has, Too, Been
Severely Affected As With All Sectors In The Economy With Their Traditional And Contemporary
Markets For Artisans Being Totally Closed. Prime Hurdles That Covid-19 Has Caused Resulting Abrupt
Interruption To Artisanal Livelihoods. The Sector Has Experienced Sudden Stalling Of Orders As
Retailers Themselves Are Closed Due To The Worldwide Lockdown And No Sign Of Immediate
Recovery As The Crisis Unfolds. Cash Flow Has Stopped, With Buyers Unable To Make Payments And
No Sales Happening At All. Buyers Are Not In A Position To Place New Orders - In The Craft Sector,
Orders Are Planned Much In Advance As Usual Lead Time Required To Complete A Production Cycle Is
2 To 3 Months. Market Of The Summer Season When Cotton Handlooms Sell Most Will Be Entirely
Lost By The Time Things Get Back To Normal. This Not Only Will Create A Liquidity Crunch, But Also
Severely Impact Their Ability To Invest In Yarns For Creating Products For Festive Seasons (August To
November) And Winter, Spring (October And To February) Which Are The Other 2 Major Selling
Seasons For Handloom Textiles. Small Artisans And Producer Groups Do Not Have The Financial
Cushioning To Hold Through Such A Crisis Nor Would They Get Credit Supplies From Raw Material
Suppliers.

2. Government Aid After 2020 Pandemic:

Textile Sector Is Highly Unorganized Sector. The Government Has Initiated Special Measures To Help
Ameliorate The Conditions In Textile Sector Due To Covid Pandemic And To Boost Production,
Marketing And Job Opportunities In The Sector. Government Has Conducted A Symposium With Textile
Export Promotion Councils And Other Industry Stakeholders For Finalizing A List Of Potential Export
Products Against Which Exports Of Textile And Apparel Can Be Enhanced. The List Of Potential Export
Products Were Shared With The Indian Mission Abroad For Identification Of Potential Buyers In The
Respective Countries. In Order To Make The Textile Sector Competitive By Rebating All Taxes/Levies
In International Market, The Government Has Decided To Continue The Rosctl (Rebate Of State And
Central Taxes And Levies) Scheme Until Such Time The Rosctl Scheme Is Merged With Remission Of
Duties And Taxes On Exported Products (Rodtep) Scheme. For This Purpose, The Government Has
Approved Adhoc Allocation Of Funds Of Rs. 7398 Crore For Fy 2020-21 For Issuance Of Duty Credit
Scrips Under Rosctl Scheme. Further, In Order To Boost Exports In Mmf Sector, Government Has
Removed Anti-Dumping Duty On Pta (Purified Terephtallic Acid), A Key Raw Material For The
Manufacture Of Mmf Fiber And Yarn. To Mitigate The Effect Of The Covid-19 Pandemic On Trade,
This Ministry Has Taken Up The Various Trade Facilitation Related Issues Raised By The Industry
Stakeholders From Time To Time With The Concerned Ministries For Early Redressal. A Special
Measure To Alleviate The Difficulties Of Beneficiaries Under Amended Technology Upgradation Funds
(Atufs) Was Initiated In The Ministry Of Textiles During The Covid Pandemic. Under This Measure, An
Option Has Been Extended To The Applicants, Where The Physical Examination Of The Machineries By
Joint Inspection Team (Jit) Has Been Completed, To Avail Their Subsidies Released On Submission Of
Bank Guarantee. The Advance Release Of Subsidy Against Bank Guarantee Is Met From The Regular
Budget Allocation Under Atufs. The Government Of India Has Also Announced A Special Economic
Package Viz. Aatma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan For Boosting Economy Of The Country And Making India
Self-Reliant. Relief And Credit Support Measures Have Been Announced For Various Sectors. The
Weavers & Artisans Can Avail Benefits Of These Relief And Credit Support Measures To Revive Their
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Businesses Which Have Suffered Due To Lock Down Necessitated By Covid-19 Pandemic. Apart From
The Above Special Economic Package, The Ministry Of Textiles Has Taken Following Initiatives For
The Benefits Of Handloom Weavers And Artisans Across The Country: -

To Support The Handloom And Handicraft Sectors And To Enable Wider Market For Handloom
Weavers/Artisans/Producers, Steps Have Been Taken To On-Board Weavers/Artisans On
Government E-Market Place (Gem) To Enable Them To Sell Their Products Directly To Various
Government Departments And Organizations.

To Promote E-Marketing Of Handloom Products, A Policy Frame Work Was Designed And
Under Which Any Willing E-Commerce Platform With Good Track Record Can Participate In
Online Marketing Of Handloom Products. Accordingly, 23 E-Commerce Entities Have Been
Engaged For On-Line Marketing Of Handloom Products.

A Social Media Campaign #Vocal4handmade Was Launched On The 6 National Handloom Day
By The Government, In Partnership With All Stakeholders, To Promote The Handloom Legacy
Of India And To Ensure People’s Support For The Weaving Community. It Has Been Reported
That The Social Media Campaign Has Resulted In Renewed Interest Of The Indian Public In
Handlooms And Several E-Commerce Players Have Reported Increase In Sale Of Indian
Handloom Products.

The Ministry Of Textiles Has Requested The Chief Ministers Of All States And Uts To Instruct
Their State Handloom Corporations/Co-Operatives/Agencies To Make Purchases Of The
Finished Inventory Available With The Handloom Weavers/Artisans So As To Put Some Ready
Cash In The Hands Of The Weavers To Enable Them Meet Their Household Needs.

In The Face Of The Unprecedented Covid-19 Pandemic, It Is Not Feasible To Hold Conventional
Marketing Events Such As Exhibitions, Melas, Etc. To Deal With This Crisis, The Government
Endeavors To Provide Online Marketing Opportunities To Our Weavers And Handloom
Producers.

Taking A Step Towards Realizing “Aatma Nirbhar Bharat”, The Vision Of Our Hon’ble Prime Minister,
Handloom Export Promotion Council Has Endeavored To Virtually Connect The Handloom Weavers
And Exporters From Different Corners Of The Country With The International Market. With More Than
200 Participants From Different Regions Of The Country Showcasing Their Products With Unique
Designs And Skills, The Indian Textile Sourcing Fair Was Organized On 7, 10 And 11th August 2020.
The Show Has Attracted Considerable Attention Of The International Buyers.

vi.

Vii.

Design Resource Centres Are Being Set Up In Weavers Service Centres (Wscs) Through Nift
With The Obijective To Build And Create Design-Oriented Excellence In The Handloom Sector
And To Facilitate Weavers, Exporters, Manufacturers And Designers For Creating New Designs.
Apart From The Above Initiatives, Ministry Of Textiles Is Implementing Various Schemes
Through The Offices Of Development Commissioner (Handlooms) For Overall Development Of
Handlooms And Welfare Of Handloom Weavers Across The Country.

The Scheme Details Are As Under: -

National Handloom Development Programme (Nhdp)
Comprehensive Handloom Cluster Development Scheme (Chcds)
Handloom Weavers’ Comprehensive Welfare Scheme (Hwcws)
Yarn Supply Scheme (Yss)
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Under The Above Schemes, Financial Assistance Is Provided For Raw Materials, Purchase Of Looms
And Accessories, Design Innovation, Product Diversification, Infrastructure Development, Skill Up-
Gradation, Lighting Units, Marketing Of Handloom Products And Loan At Concessional Rates.

1. National Handloom Development Programme (Nhdp):

Block Level Cluster: Introduced In 2015-16 As One Of The Components Of National Handloom
Development Programme (Nhdp). Financial Assistance Uptors. 2.00 Crore Per Blc For Various
Interventions Such As Skill Upgradation, Hathkargha Samvardhan Sahayata, Product
Development, Construction Of Workshed, Project Management Cost, Design Development,
Setting Up Of Common Facility Centre (Cfc) Etc. Is Provided. Besides, Financial Assistance
Uptors. 50.00 Lakh Is Also Available For Setting Up Of One Dye House At District Level. The
Proposals Are Recommended By The State Government.

Handloom Marketing Assistance: It Is One Of The Components Of National Handloom
Development Programme. In Order To Provide Marketing Platform To The Handloom
Agencies/Weavers To Sell Their Products Directly To The Consumers, Financial Assistance Is
Provided To The States/Eligible Handloom Agencies For Organizing Marketing Events In
Domestic As Well As Overseas Markets.

Weaver Mudra Scheme: Under The Weaver Mudra Scheme, Credit At Concessional Interest Rate
Of 6% Is Provided To The Handloom Weavers. Margin Money Assistance To A Maximum Of
Rs. 10,000 Per Weaver And Credit Guarantee For A Period Of 3 Years Is Also Provided. Mudra
Portal Has Been Developed In Association With Punjab National Bank To Cut Down Delay In
Disbursement Of Funds For Margin Money And Interest Subvention.

Hathkargha Samvardhan Sahayata (Hss): Hathkargha Samvardhan Sahayata (Hss) Was
Introduced On 1st December 2016 With An Objective To Provide Looms/Accessories To The
Weavers To Enhance Their Earnings Through Improved Productivity And Quality Of The
Handloom Products. Under The Scheme, 90% Of The Cost Of Loom/Accessory Is Borne By The
Government Of India While Remaining 10% Is Borne By The Beneficiary. The Government Of
India’s Share Is Released To The Supplier Through Weavers’ Service Centre.

Education Of Handloom Weavers And Their Children: Ministry Of Textiles Has Signed
Memorandums Of Understanding With Indira Gandhi National Open University (Ignou) And
National Institute Of Open Schooling (Nios) To Secure Educational Facilities For The Weavers
And Their Families. Nios Offers Secondary And Senior Secondary Level Education With
Specialized Subjects On Design, Marketing, Business Development, Etc. Through Distance
Learning Mode For Handloom Weavers, Whereas Ignou Offers Continuing Education Programs
Through Accessible And Flexible Learning Opportunities Relevant To The Aspirations Of
Handloom Weavers And Their Children For Career Progression. The Programme Envisages
Reimbursement Of 75% Of The Fee Towards Admission To Nios/Ignou Courses In Case Of Sc,
St, Bpl, And Women Learners Belonging To Handloom Weavers’ Families.

“India Handloom” Brand: During The Celebration Of 7th August 2015 As National Handloom
Day, ‘India Handloom’ Brand Was Launched By Hon’ble Prime Minister For Branding Of High
Quality Handloom Products. It Promotes Production Of Niche Handloom Products With High
Quality, Authentic Traditional Designs With Zero Defects And Zero Effect On Environment.
Since Its Launch, 1590 Registrations Have Been Issued Under 184 Product Categories And Sale
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Of Rs. 1046.52 Crore Has Been Generated. Initiatives With Various Leading Brands Has Been
Undertaken To Bring Out A Separate Range Of Handloom Garments In Their Brand.

e E-Commerce: In Order To Promote E-Marketing Of Handloom Products, A Policy Frame Work
Was Designed And Under Which Any Willing E-Commerce Platform With Good Track Record
Can Participate In Online Marketing Of Handloom Products. Accordingly, 23 E-Commerce
Entities Have Been Engaged For On-Line Marketing Of Handloom Products. A Total Sale Of Rs.
123.97 Crore Has Been Reported Through The Online Portal.

e Urban Haats Are Set Up In The Big Towns/Metropolitan Cities To Provide Adequate Direct
Marketing Facilities To The Craft Persons/Weavers And Eliminate Middle Agencies. 38 Such
Urban Haats Have Been Sanctioned Across The Country So Far.

2. Comprehensive Handloom Cluster Development Scheme:

The Comprehensive Handloom Cluster Development Scheme (Chcds) Is Targeted At Development Of
Mega Handloom Clusters In Clearly ldentifiable Geographical Locations Covering At Least 15000
Handlooms With The Government Of India (Goi) Contribution Upto Rs.40 Crore Per Cluster Over A
Period Of 5 Years. Components Such As Conducting Diagnostic Study, Corpus For Raw Material, Etc.,
Are Fully Funded By The Government Of India (Goi) Whereas Components Like Lighting Units,
Technological Up-Gradation Of Looms And Accessories Are 90% Funded By The Goi. Other
Components Such As Creation Of Infrastructure For Design Studio/ Marketing Complex/Garmenting
Unit, Marketing Development, Assistance For Exports And Publicity Are 80% Funded By The Goi. 08
Mega Handloom Clusters Viz. Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh), Sivasagar (Assam), Virudhunagar (Tamil Nadu),
Murshidabad (West Bengal), Prakasam & Guntur Districts (Andhra Pradesh), Godda & Neighboring
Districts (Jharkhand), Bhagalpur (Bihar) And Trichy (Tamil Nadu) Have Been Taken Up For
Development.

3. Handloom Weavers’ Comprehensive Welfare Scheme:

Weavers Comprehensive Welfare Scheme (Hwcws) Is Providing Life, Accidental And Disability
Insurance Coverage Under The Components Pradhan Mantri Jivan Jyoti Bima Yojana (Pmjjby), Pradhan
Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (Pmsby) And Converged Mahatma Gandhi Bunkar Bima Yojana (Mgbby).

4. Yarn Supply Scheme:

Yarn Supply Scheme Is Being Implemented Throughout The Country To Make Available All Types Of
Yarn At Mill Gate Price. The Scheme Is Being Implemented Through National Handloom Development
Corporation. Under The Scheme Freight Is Reimbursed And Depot Operating Charges @2% Is Given To
Depot Operating Agencies. A Component Of 10% Price Subsidy Also Exists On Hank Yarn, Which Is
Applicable On Cotton, Domestic Silk, Wool And Linen Yarn With Quantity Caps.

3. Adapting To The New Change In 2021:

Corona Virus Pandemic Have Forced The Mankind To Not Only Adapt The New Habits Of Interacting
With People But Have Also Made The Organizations Restructure Their Business Operations. The
Handloom Industry Could However Take The Maximum Benefits Even While Following The Set
Norms Of Covid-19 Pandemic Situation Like 1 Meter Distance Between People At Work And Public.
The Traditional Format Of Loom That Is Used By The Tribal People Of Northeast India Have A
Unique Frame Which Keeps The Next Loom At A Distance Of At Least 2 Meter From Each Other. The
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Practice Of Weaving Is Normally Done At The Backyards Of The Households Or In The Weaving
Halls Which Are Generally In Big Building Infrastructures Quite Away From The Hustle Of People.
The Handloom Industry Is So Much In Discussion Today Because Of The New Trend Of Handloom
Woven Mask. In The “New Normal” Wearing A Mask Has Become A Part Of Our Life. The Cost
Effective Model, Applying The Traditional Loom Practice Could Easily Grab The Market Of Costly
Masks Like N95 / Single -Use Surgical Masks Which Are Sold With Great Enthusiasm And Price Tag
In Online Platforms.

As Such The Weavers Of The Famed Maheshwari Sarees Of Madhya Pradesh. The Weavers Come From
Maheshwar, Which Is A Small Town In Madhya Pradesh And Is Not Only Famous For The Stunning
And Colourful Handloom Creations That Come From Here But Is Also Considered To Be The Centre Of
Handloom Weaving Since The 5th Century. In A Creative Attempt To Bring More Awareness About
Their Plight As Well As To Promote Their Craft, Maheshwari Weavers Along With Ahilya Community
Service Club Are Encouraging Vaccination In Hopes Of Bringing An End To The Deadly Pandemic. The
Weavers Got Together At Ahilya Ghat, Near Maheshwar Fort, And Used Their Stunning And Colourful
Maheshwari Handloom Sarees And Wrote, “Covid-19 Vaccinate Yourself.” In The Video Shared By The
Twitter And Instagram Handle Of Madhya Pradesh Tourism, One Can See The Glistening Water Of
River Narmada As The Text On The Screen Explains, "Maheshwar, Like Many Small Towns In India
Has Been Badly Affected By The Covid-19 Pandemic. People Were Lost, Families Were Broken, And
Maheshwar's Famous Handlooms Fell Silent. But Now The Weavers Of Maheshwar Have Come
Together With A Message Of Hope."

Abhihaara, A Social Enterprise, Works With Hundreds Of Artisans In Three Clusters Of Telengana And
Andhra Pradesh On Handloom Weaving And Wooden Toy Making. It Helps The Artisans With
Contemporary Designs, Provides Raw Material, Pays Fair Wages, Buys The Products, And Markets The
Same With 25% Margin To Meet Its Own Overheads. The Monthly Income Of Artisans Before The
Pandemic And Lockdown Was Between Rs 6000-Rs 20000. Since The Covid-19 Lockdown, Most Of
The Artisans Have Been Out Of Work. Only 15 Out Of 40 Looms Are Operational. Stocks Have
Accumulated And They Are Facing A Severe Cash Crunch. Abhihaara Has Reduced Its Overhead Costs,
Provided Provisions To Staff And Artisans And Is Giving Work Just Enough So That They Are Able To
Meet Their Urgent Basic Needs. They Are Unable To Purchase Raw Material And Are Taking Only
Small Orders That Can Be Managed. They Designed Several Campaigns To Clear The Existing Stock
And Are Also Making Masks.

Responding To The Grim Circumstances Caused By The Outbreak Of Covid-19 In India, The Antaran
Initiative (An Initiative Of Tata Trusts) Has Devised A User Friendly Website To Help Artisans Liquidate
Their Stock On Hand To Take Care Of The Immediate Needs. Exquisite Products From The Antaran Led
Community Initiatives Across Four States & Six Clusters-- Assam (Kamrup And Nalbari), Nagaland
(Dimapur), Odisha (Gopalpur And Maniabandha) And Andhra Pradesh (Venkatgiri) Are Being Offered
By The Artisan Entrepreneurs At Lower/Wholesale Prices. Customers Are Able To Pay Online
Immediately To The Artisans, While The Artisans Pack The Products For Delivery As Soon As
Lockdown Is Lifted," Says Sharda Gautam, Head (Crafts), Tata Trusts. This Would Help Bring In The
Much-Needed Cash Flow For Artisans Entrepreneurs To Support Themselves And Their Associate
Artisans. A Wide Range Of Textiles As Below Are On Offer On The Site Named As Antaran Artisan
Connect As Below:
» Assam: Kamrup - Cotton & Eri Silk - Sarees, Stoles, Dupattas & Fabric
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» Nagaland: Dimapur & Phek - Cotton Loin Loom Weaves - Cushion Covers, Table Runners &
Mats
» Andhra Pradesh: Venkatgiri- Fine Cotton & Silk Weaves - Dupattas & Sarees
» Odisha: Sarees, Dupattas And Stoles In Fine Cotton & Silk Weft Ikat From Maniabandha And In
Tussar Silk From Gopalpur-Jajpur.
Union Minister Smriti Irani Has Called Upon Big Commercial Brands Like Biba And Arvind Mills To
Source Cloth Directly From The Weavers, A Move That Will Help Provide Remunerative Prices To
Them By Eliminating Middlemen Engaged In The Process. The Government Is Appealing To People In
The Commercial Segment, Big Brands Such As Biba, Arvind To Come Together With The Weavers And
Source Their Cloth Directly From The Weavers, Thereby Bringing About A Synergy That Was Long
Absent. The Minister For Textiles And Women And Child Development Made The Remarks In A Virtual
Interaction With Sadhguru, Founder, Isha Foundation. The Conversation Centered Around Breathing
New Life Into India's Textile Industry And Reversing The Fortunes Of Indigenous Weavers. The
Conversation, A Part Of The 'In Conversation With The Mystic' Series, Was Webcast Live On August 7
To Mark The National Handloom Day. Sadhguru, In The Year 2019 Launched 'Save The Weave', A
Campaign To Revive And Popularize India's Ancient Weaves. During The Interaction, Sadhguru Spoke
About The Need To Encourage The Indian Textile Industry By Introducing Handloom Products In
Schools, Tourism Circuits And Aviation Industry. He Also Pitched For School Uniforms To Be Made
From Handmade Weaves.

Amazon India Has Extended A 100 Per Cent Soa (Sell On Amazon) Fee Waiver For 10 Weeks, A Move
Aimed At Helping Over 10 Lakh Artisans, Weavers And Women Entrepreneurs Who Are Part Of Its
'Karigar' And 'Saheli' Programmes On Its Platform. "The 'Stand For Handmade' Initiative Is Aimed At
Helping Over 10 Lakh Entrepreneurs Including Artisans, Weavers And Women Entrepreneurs Rebound
From The Economic Disruption Caused By Covid-19. The Initiative Will Help Generate Demand For
These Products While Helping These Sellers With Working Capital Needs As They Look To Rebound
From The Economic Disruption Caused By This Unprecedented Pandemic. Amazon.In Has Partnered
With 22 Government Emporiums And Five Government Bodies To Showcase Authentic Crafts. Karigar
Programme Showcases Over 60,000 Products, Including More Than 270 Unique Arts And Crafts From
Over 20 States.

The Pandemic Has Shown And Taught Numerous Ways Of Handling The Situation In A More Suitable
And Beneficial Way. In India The Handloom Industry Is Slowly Reviving As The Younger Generation
Has Come Up With Many Online Boutiques, Promotion Of Handloom Products And Door-To-Door
Marketing Of The Products. The Lockdown Gave Opportunity To Many Creative Minds To Think Out-
Of-The-Box In Promoting And Marketing Of Handloom Products, Like Handloom Masks, Bags, Diaries
And Many Household Items. People Have Started Finding New Ways To Ease The Economic Burden
Caused By The Pandemic. One Can See A Surge In Online Activities During The Pandemic Time.
Handloom Products Which Didn’t Had A Strong Digital Presence Before, Now A Wide Number Of
People Are Using The Digital Platform To Sell Their Handloom Products. The Handloom Industry In
2021 Is In A Better Position Rather Than In 2020, With Renewed Ways Of Coping With The Situation.

4. Conclusion:
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India Is Working On Major Initiatives, To Boost Its Technical Textile Industry. Owing To The Pandemic,
The Demand For Technical Textiles In The Form Of Ppe Suits And Equipment Is On Rise. Government
Is Supporting The Sector Through Funding And Machinery Sponsoring. Top Players In The Sector Are
Attaining Sustainability In Their Products By Manufacturing Textiles That Use Natural Recyclable
Materials.

The Future For The Indian Textiles Industry Looks Promising, Buoyed By Strong Domestic Consumption
As Well As Export Demand. With Consumerism And Disposable Income On The Rise, The Retail Sector
Has Experienced A Rapid Growth In The Past Decade With The Entry Of Several International Players
Like Marks & Spencer, Guess And Next Into The Indian Market. High Economic Growth Has Resulted
In Higher Disposable Income. This Has Led To Rise In Demand For Products Creating A Huge Domestic
Market.

Meanwhile, The Sounds Of Handlooms Working In Units Can Be Heard Once Again Now. The Industry
Also Believes That Government’s Initiatives Such As Vocal For Local And Aatmanirbhar Bharat Are
Expected To Bring Back The Lost Sheen Of The Handloom Industry In India. In Addition To This,
Businesses Are Also Steering The Narratives Of Such Programmes To Create A Healthy Ecosystem For
Both Weavers And Buyers.
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