
1. Ashu Yadav, 2. Dr. Jyoti Sharma 

 

4253 

Turkish Online Journal of Qualitative Inquiry (TOJQI) 

Volume 12, Issue 5, July, 2021: 4253- 4258 
 

Research Article 

 

Relationships And The Sense Of Loyalty In Khalid Hosse‘S The Kite 

Runner 
1. Ashu Yadav 

Ph.D. Scholar, Department Of English 

Manav Rachna Institute Of Research And Studies, Faridabad (Haryana) 

2. Dr. Jyoti Sharma 

 Ph.D. Supervisor, Department Of English 

Manav Rachna Institute Of Research And Studies, Faridabad (Haryana) 

 

Abstract: The Paper Deals With Different Deconstructing Mainly Father-Son Relationships Of The 

Novel The Kite Runner And How It Affected The Protagonist Of The Novel And His Actions. The 

Theme Of The Novel Is Hardship And The Struggles Of The People Of Afghanistan. The Research 

Paper Intends To Find The Convergence Between Humans And Conflicts. The Research Paper Will 

Provide Perspective Into The Complex Dynamics Of Human Relations And Conflict.  
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Introduction: The Novel The Kite Runner By Khalid Hosseini Is Set In A Time When The Taliban 

Governed The Country Of Afghanistan. The Novel Deals With The Painful Journey Of Amir Who Is 

The Protagonist Of The Novel. Amir’S Character Undergoes Several Changes Throughout The Novel 

But It Is The Expiration Of His Innocence When He Watched His Friend Hassan Getting Raped And 

His Incompetency To Do Something To Save His Friend. It Is The Rape Of His Friend That 

Constantly Reminds Amir Of His Cowardice.  

Amir Belonged To An Influential Pashutan Family While His Friend Hassan Belonged To 

The Hazara Tribe. As A Result Of The Political Disorder In Afghanistan And The Rise Of Taliban, 

Amir Had To Leave Afghanistan Along With This Father. He And His Father Were Provided Asylum 

By The State Of California, Usa. After Twenty Years Amir Gets An Invitation From His Childhood 

Guide To Come To Visit Afghanistan. On The Call, Rahim Khan (Amir’S Childhood Mentor) Said, 

“Come There Is A Way To Be Good Again” (177). The Kite Runner Talks About The Brutal Lives Of 

The People Of Afghanistan And How They Were Being Persecuted By The Taliban. Amir Getting A 

Chance To Visit His Childhood Back Is Also The Beginning Of His Journey Of Redemption. The 

Kite Runner Is A Bildungsroman As The Readers Witness A Development In The Protagonist.  

As Pearson Wrote In A Book Review To The Kite Runner:  

This Is An Emotionally Painful Novel To Read. It Is Powerfully Descriptive On All 

Interpersonal Levels, Including The Father-Son Relationship Between Amir And His Baba, The 

Childhood Friendship Between Amir And Hassan, And The Various Relationships Detailed In The 

Book. The Novel Reads Similarly To A Memoir, And Hosseini Brings Us Into The Politically Chaotic 

But Beautiful World Of Afghanistan And One Man‘S Journey Through Guilt And Trauma From His 

Childhood. (66) 

Sanctimony, Self-Immolation, Absolution, And Sin Are Some Of The Themes That The Kite 

Runner Revolves Around. The Story Begins With A Young Boy Fleeing His Country, Leaving 

Everything Behind While At The Same Time Carrying The Burden Of His Sins And Culpability.  
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The Article “ Theme Of Identity And Redemption In Khalid Hosseini's The Kite Runner” 

Written By Niraja Saraswat States:  

The Kite Runner, Written By Khaled Hosseini, Is A Famous Novel For Its Devastating And 

Painfully Honest Depiction Of Identity, Betrayal, Deception, And Atonement. The Narrative Portrays 

The Journey Of A Boy Escaping From His Haunted Childhood While Torturing Himself With His 

Own Contrition. These Two Concepts Of Identity And Redemption Play A Vital Role In Creating The 

String That Binds The Characters Together. As A Reader Of The Kite Runner, One Embarks On A 

Journey That Leads Through The Life Of The Glamorous Prosperous Afghanis, As Well As The 

Treacherous Horrific Life Ofthose Less Fortunate. Most Importantly, However, One Encounters Face-

To- Face The Good And Evil That Comes Out When These Two Very Distinct Lives Are Intertwined. 

Amir‘S ―Unatoned Sins‖, As They Are Described In The Novel‘S Opening Chapter, Have Plagued 

His Conscience And Cast An Oppressive Shadow Over His Joys And Triumphs. (166)  

The Kite Runner Successfully Provides Details Of A World Where Terrorism Prevailed As 

Well As The Morals And Heritage Of The Land. The Novel Successfully Narrates The Complexities 

Of The Lives Of The People Of Afghanistan During The Reign Of Taliban. It Puts Forward The 

Reality Of Human Misery And Affliction That The People Had To Go Through In Those Times. 

Rebecca Stuhr Said: “He Interweaves Into The Action Of His Stories The Details Of History, Culture, 

And Daily Life In Afghanistan” (77). Similar Concerns Were Also Raised By Amir’S Childhood 

Mentor About The Row And Falling Out Of The Different Groups In Afghanistan. He Said:  

The Infighting Between The Factions Was Fierce And No One Knew If They Would Live To 

See The End Of The Day. Our Ears Became Accustomed To The Whistle Of Falling Shells, To The 

Rumble Of Gunfire, Our Eyes Familiar With The Sight Of Men Digging Bodies Out Of Piles Of 

Rubble. Kabul In Those Days, Amir Jan, Was As Close As You Could Get To That Proverbial Hell 

On Earth. (The Kite Runner 196)  

The Kite Runner Examines Many Relationships Between Different Characters And All These 

Played An Important Role In The Test. One Such Relationship Is The One That Amir Shared With 

Hassan, His Best Friend. Hassan Being A True Friend Proved His Allegiance And Devotion To Amir 

Several Times In The Novel. However, Amir Failed To Do The Same And Did Not Try To Protect 

And Defend His Friend Hassan When He Was Raped By Assef. The Introduction Of Assef’S 

Character Represents All The Inhumane And Barbaric Things Happening In Afghanistan. 

Hosseini Has Also Related Certain Incidents From His Life That Inspired Him To Write His 

Book. More Specifically, He Remembers A Family Cook He Befriended When He Was A Young 

Boy. Hosseini Found Out That The Cook Could Not Read Or Write, As Prejudice Against The Hazara 

Left Most Uneducated, With No Access To Schooling. (Qtd. In Bloom 13)  

The Relationship Between Amir And Baba Also Affects The Direction Of The Text. Rebecca 

Stuhr States In Her Book Reading Khaled Hosseini, 

There Are Many Ways To Describe This Novel, But Hosseini Calls It A Love Story. It Is Not 

A Conventional Love Story, However. It Is The Story Of Love Between Two Friends Who Are Also 

Servant And Master; The Sins Of Commission And Omission That Tear The Friendship Apart; And 

The Loyalty And Altruistic Love That Survives In Spite Of Everything. It Is Also The Story Of The 

Love Between Father And Son, Husband And Wife, And Parent And Child. The Novel Takes Place 

Across Generations And Continents, Offers Adventure, And Provides A Fresh Look At The Country 

And Culture Of Afghanistan. (25)  

Amir And His Father Both Shared A Complex Relationship. Baba Maintained A Distance 

From Amir, Even Though He Loved Amir A Lot. This Results In Amir Feeling Abandoned As He 
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Believed He Believed That He Will Always Have An Absentee Father. Baba Once Told Rahim That 

He Has Only Seen Amir At The Time Of His Birth. He Says:  

Look, I Know There‘S A Fondness Between You And Him And I‘M Happy About That. 

Envious, But Happy. I Mean That. He Needs Someone Who . . . Understands Him, Because God 

Knows I Don‘T. But Something About Amir Troubles Me In A Way That I Can‘T Express. It‘S Like . 

. . If I Hadn‘T Seen The Doctor Pull Him Out Of My Wife With My Own Eyes, I‘D Never Believe 

He‘S My Son. (The Kite Runner 22)  

Amir’S Father Did Not They To Build A Relationship With His Son Which Lead To Amir 

Feeling Neglected And Unwanted. Even After Multiple Attempts To Get To Know His Father Better 

And Form A Bond, He Failed.  

Sometimes I Asked Baba If I Could Sit With Them, But Baba Would Stand In The Doorway. 

―Go On, Now,‖ He‘D Say. ―This Is Grown-Ups  Me. Why Don‘T You Go Read One Of Those 

Books Of Yours?‖ He‘D Close The Door, Leave Me To Wonder Why It Was Always Grown-Ups 

Time With Him. I Set By The Door, Knees Drawn To My Chest. Sometimes I Sat There For An 

Hour, Sometimes Two, Listening To Their Laughter, Their Chatter. (The Kite Runner 4-5)  

Having Already Lost His Mother He Has Even Stripped Off The Idea Of Having A Father. 

He Had An Absentee Father Who Was Negligent Of Amir. Baba Always Wished For Amir To Be 

Like Him But Amir’S Incapability To Do So Is Now Of The Reasons Who Baba Always Maintained 

A Distance From Him. According To Baba, Amir Should Be Courageous But Amir’S Cowardice And 

Lack Of Empathy Is Also The Result Of A Lack Of Paternal Support, Love And Care. This Results In 

Amir Harbouring Insecurities Which Is Evident From The Following Thought: ―Baba Hardly Ever 

Used The Term Of Endearment When He Addressed Me‖ (30). His Young Mind Is Convinced Of The 

Fact That He Neither Is He The Son His Father Wanted Nor Can He Ever Be That Boy Whom His 

Father Will Deem Worthy Of Affection.  

Because The Truth Of It Was, I Always Felt Like Baba Hated Me A Little. And Why Not? 

After All, I Had Killed His Beloved Wife, His Beautiful Princess, Hadn‘T I? The Least I Could Have 

Done Was To Have Had The Decency To Have Turned Out A Little More Like Him. But I Hadn‘T 

Turned Out Like Him. Not At All. (The Kite Runner 18)  

The Relationship That Hassan Shares With His Son Is In Complete Contrast With The 

Relationship That Amir Shared With His Own Father. Unlike Baba, Hassan Is Always Ever So 

Present In His Son Sohrab ’S Life. Both Hassan And Sohrab Share A Deep Connection. Where Amir 

Struggles To Get Validation From His Father Throughout His Childhood? The Compassion Between 

Hassan And His Son Results In Sohrab Being A Moralists Kid. Hassan Is More Accepting Of His Son 

Than Baba Ever Was. Even The Relationship Between Baba And Hassan Is Intricate. Baba And 

Hassan’S Father Were Once As Close As Amir And Hassan Were. They Were Inseparable As Kids. 

Baba Shared A Closed But Affectionate Relationship With Hassan And Even Used To Get Presents 

For Him On His Birthday. The Strength Of Their Relationship Was Truly Examined When Amir 

Suggested That Hassan And Ali Need To Be Replaced As The Households. This Enrages Baba And 

His Says:  

I Grew Up With Ali . . . My Father Took Him In, He Loved Ali Like His Own Son. For Forty 

Years Ali‘S Been With My Family. Forty Goddamn Years. And You Think I ‘M Just Going To Throw 

Him Out? He Turned To Me Now, His Face As Red As A Tulip. ―I‘Ve Never Laid A Hand On You, 

Amir, But You Ever Say That Again‖ . . . You Bring Me Shame. And Hassan . . . Hassan‘S Not Going 

Anywhere, Do You Understand? . . . He‘S Staying Right Here With Us, Where He Belongs. This Is 

His Home And We‘Re His Family. Don‘T You Ever Ask Me That Question Again! (The Kite Runner 

84)  
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The Novel Deals With Lies, Treachery, Love, Lack Of Love, Etc Between Different 

Characters Of The Text. While Examining All These Relationships Of The Novel Stuhr Comments: 

In The Kite Runner, Hosseini‘S Story Of A Troubled Father-And-Son Relationship And 

Friendship, Betrayal, And Reconciliation Takes Place Within A Deeper And More Balanced View Of 

A Country Of Which Few Americans Had Much Knowledge. Usually, In A Time Of War, Countries 

Vilify And Dehumanize Their Enemies. But Hosseini Takes His Readers Beyond The Terrorist 

Camps And Madrassas To Show A Country Where Children Fly Kites And Go To The Cinema To 

See American Westerns. (The Kite Runner 66-67)  

Amir And Hassan Were Childhood Best Friends Despite A Massive Ethnic And Economic 

Gap. The Relationship Between Hassan And Amir Is Taxing And Dingy For The Most Of Part Of 

The Book. Hassan Belonging To The Hazara Community (Hazara Community Is Considered As 

Lower Community) While Amir Belonged To The Pashutan Community (Higher Community) Was 

On Of The Reason For Their Stressful Relationship. The Novelist Drew Hazaras To Be Illiterate In 

The Text. The Difference In Class Has Forced People To Clash Among Themselves. As Frank A. 

Clements Stats In His Book Conflict In Afghanistan A Historical Encyclopedia, ―The Historical, 

Linguistic, And Cultural Differences Between The Various Ethnic Groups In Afghanistan Have Also 

Led To An Unstable Political Situation, With The Civil War‖ (Xv). Stuhr Also Tries To Examine And 

Portray The Social Conflicts In Afghanistan And States:  

Hosseini Does Not Just Present An Idyllic Afghanistan. The Crises Presented By Hosseini In 

The Novel Stem From Inherent Weaknesses In Afghanistan‘S Social Structure And Its Cultural 

Prejudices. Amir And His Father Are Pashtun And Sunni Muslims, And Their Servants Are Hazara 

And Shi‘A Muslims. This Is A Typical Servant-Master Arrangement. Hazara Were Often Illiterate 

Because They Lacked Education Opportunities. They Were Seen As Ethnically And Religiously 

Inferior To The Sunni Pashtuns. Although Baba Loves Hassan And Ali, They Will Always Be 

Servants. Ali And Baba And Amir And Hassan Might Be ̳ ̳like Brothers,  ‘‘But A Power Dynamic 

Makes It Possible For Amir To Treat Hassan As An Inferior, And That Allows Him To Humiliate 

Hassan Without Fearing Retribution. This Same Power Structure Allows Assef To Rape Hassan 

Without Fear Of Reprisal, And Assures Him That He Is Unlikely To Be Stopped By Casual 

Observers. (42)  

Although Amir And Hassan Were Childhood Friends. Amir Was Envious Of Hassan For 

Qualities That He Himself Did Not Possess. As Supported By His Own Statement ―I Wasn‘T Just 

Slower Than Hassan But Clumsier Too, I‘D Always Envied His Natural Athleticism‖ (The Kite 

Runner 50). Hassan Who Truly Considered Amir His Friend Was Obvious Of The Fact That Amir 

Does Not Feel The Same Way. They Would Spend Time Together. Play Games As Kids But Amir 

Never Truly Considered Hassan His Friend. Infact He Did See Hassan As A Person Of Lower Birth. 

He Did Not Try To Educate Hassan In Fact Amir Would Mock Hassan For Not Knowing How To 

Read. Both The Boys Were Nurtured By A Hired Hazara Woman. Hence, Ali Had To Once Remind 

Amir Of The Bond Of Brotherhood That They Share Despite The Fact That Both Hassan And Amir 

Had Different Mothers.  

Then He Would Remind Us That There Was A Brotherhood Between People Who Had Fed 

From The Same Breast, A Kinship That Not Even Time Could Break. Hassan And I Fed From The 

Same Breasts. We Took Our First Steps On The Same Lawn In The Same Yard. And, Under The 

Same Roof, We Spoke Our First Words. Mine Was Baba. His Was Amir My Name. (The Kite Runner 

10-11)  

The Kite Flying Tournament Is An Important Day For The People Of Afghanistan. Amir As 

Usual Is Determined To Win So That He Can Find Some Fraction Of Affection In His Father’s Eye 
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And As Usual Hassan Was There With Him To Support Him. According To Amir If He Wins The 

Kite Flying Tournament He’D Be Able To Win His Father’s Love.  

Baba‘S Casual Little Comment Had Planted A Seed In My Head: The Resolution That I 

Would Win That Winter‘S Tournament. I Was Going To Win. There Was No Other Viable Option. I 

Was Going To Win, And I Was Going To Run That Last Kite. Then I‘D Bring It Home And Show It 

To Baba. Show Him Once And For All That His Son Was Worthy. Then Maybe My Life As A Ghost 

In This House Would Finally Be Over. (The Kite Runner 52)  

During This Very Tournament, The Most Baffling Thing Happens Which Changes The 

Course Of Hassan’S And Amir’S Friendship Forever. After Amir Clipped The Last Kite Hassan Ran 

After It To Catch It And Was Later Molested And Raped By Assef While Amir Stood There And 

Was Merely A Spectator Of The Injustice That Befell Hassan. Amir’S Only Focus Was To Get 

Validation From His Father Which Resulted In His Failure To Protect His Friend.  

I Had One Last Chance To Make A Decision. One Final Opportunity To Decide Who I Was 

Going To Be. I Could Step Into That Alley, Stand Up For Hassan— The Way He‘D Stood Up For Me 

All Those Times In The Past—And Accept Whatever Would Happen To Me. Or I Could Run. In The 

End, I Ran. I Ran Because I Was A Coward. I Was Afraid Of Assef And What He Would Do To Me. 

I Was Afraid Of Getting Hurt. That‘S What I Told Myself As I Turned My Back To The Alley, To 

Hassan. That‘S What I Made Myself Believe. I Actually Aspired To Cowardice, Because The 

Alternative, The Real Reason I Was Running, Was That Assef Was Right: Nothing Was Free In This 

World. Maybe Hassan Was The Price I Had To Pay, The Lamb I Had To Slay, To Win Baba. Was It 

A Fair Price? The Answer Floated To My Conscious Mind Before I Could Thwart It: He Was Just A 

Hazara, Wasn‘T He? (The Kite Runner 72-73)  

However, Right After The Incident Amir Felt What A Coward He Was And A Sense Of Guilt 

Rushed To His Head. Amir’S Lack Of Intervention Did Do Hassan A Lot Of Harm And Later Amir 

Does Try To Reconcile With His Friend But Ends Up Trying To Avoid Him And Tries To Remove 

Hassan From His Life. Just The Sight Of Hassan Would Make Amir Realise Of His Cowardice And 

Betrayal. He Says,  

Hassan Milled About The Periphery Of My Life After That. I Made Sure Our Paths Crossed 

As Little As Possible, Planned My Day That Way. Because When He Was Around, The Oxygen 

Seeped Out Of The Room. My Chest Tightened And I Couldn‘T Draw Enough Air; I‘D Stand There, 

Gasping In My Own Little Airless Bubble Of Atmosphere. But Even When He Wasn‘T Around, He 

Was. He Was There In The Hand-Washed And Ironed Clothes On The Cane-Seat Chair, In The 

Warm Slippers Left Outside My Door, In The Wood Already Burning In The Stove When I Came 

Down For Breakfast. Everywhere I Turned, I Saw Signs Of His Loyalty, His Goddamn Unwavering 

Loyalty. (The Kite Runner 83)  

Khalid Hosseini Discussed Several Human Relations In Details In The Kite Runner. All Of 

These Relationships And The Conflicts Among Characters Are Being Drawn In Reference To 

Incidents That Happened In Afghantistan. As Maintained By Hiqma Nur In The Kite Runner: My 

Passion Of Literature, 

The Novel Is Also A Tool From The Author To Reflect The State Of Afghan Society That 

Will Be A Witness Of The Times. Hosseini Tried To Document The Tumultuous Era, Sectarian And 

Ethnic Strife And The Taliban Regime In Afghanistan. The Novel Is Interpreted As A Message To Be 

Conveyed To The World Even Though He Himself Did Not Stay In Afghanistan Since The Soviet 

Invasion; There Is A Sense Of Longing That He Wants To Convey In Writing. (45)  

The Author Wrote About The Conditions Of Afghanistan And How Life Is There For People. 

He Puts Forward The True Image Of Afghanistan Which Is Full Of Destitution. 
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The Underlying Theme Of Loyalty And Friendship Is Admirable In The Novel. Amir And 

Hassan Both Grew Up Together. Where Amir Always Felt The Need To Seek Validation From Baba, 

Hassan Was Lucky Enough To Get Presents From Baba On His Birthday. Hassan's Life Was Not Just 

Ruined Because Of ¯Assef But Amir Too Played A Vital Role In That As He Stood There And 

Watched His Friend Getting Raped, He Betrayed Hassans Trust And The Sanctity Of True 

Friendship. All This Demonstrates How Lovelessness Can Drive People To Do Unspeakable Things 

Just Like What Amir Did To Win His Father ’S Love.  
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